188   DEVELOPMENT OF ECOIOGICAI WORK
Every chart must be designated by a letter or number or
both* and carefully dated. The charting should be done
very neatly in pencil, and inked in as soon as possiHe after
completion. All these charts must be carefully kept in a
safe place, always available for reference. Comparison of
the successive charts of the different quadrats from year to
year will furnish most instructive data for drawing conclusions
of various kinds.
It will certainly be found that the different quadrats
will show at least somewhat different plant populations,
though many of them will have several species in common.
The differences will partly depend on what seeds were in the
soil to start with; they may be related to habitat (soil
differences, water, shade, etc.), they may be related to
proximity of seed parents, or they may be a matter of chance.
All these possible causes of difference will furnish useful
points for consideration and further study. Besides the
first colonisation, there will "be a succession of plants from year
to year on the same quadrat. Some species will remain for
a long time, others will be very transitory. It is, of course,
very much to be desired that all the permanent quadrats
should remain undisturbed for as many years as possible.
The longer they are left the rnore instructive they will become.
No plants should be pulled up or disturbed in any way.
The dead ones must be left to rot where they die. If a quadrat
should become the centre of distribution of a pestilent weed
which spreads by underground rhizomes or suboles, it may
be isolated by digging a narrow deep trench round it, but
not so close as to drain the soil of the quadrat.
The interest of permanent quadrat -work is very great,
and no one who has once become fairly fascinated will readily
abandon it. The detailed knowledge of the behaviour of
seedlings and older plants that is acquired, and most easily
* It is convenient to give every permanent quadrat ia the garden
a letter, A, B, C, etc., and add a n-umtex to the letter on each fort-
nightly (or monthly) chart. Tims the second chart cxf the third
quadrat will be Ca, etc.